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WASHINGTON=--., WILLIAM FULBRIGHT, D-ARK., DISCLOSED TODAY THAT A
SOUTH VIETNAMESE SEPUTY BEING PROSECHTED BY PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU

WAS WORKING FOR_THE_CIA.

FULBRIGHT SAID TRAN NGOC CHAU==CHARGED BY THIEU WITH MAKING
ILLEGAL CONTACTS WITH A NORTH VIETNAMESE INTELL IGENCE AGENT--HAD
REPORTED ALL THE CONTACTS TO THE CIA. HE SAID CHAU HAD "MANY CL OSE
FRIENDS IN THE AMERICAN OFFICIAL COMMUNITY™ AND HAD "DAILY
CONTACT" WITH CIA OFFICERS.

FULBRIGHT, CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE,
WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE CIA., THE CLEAR IMPLICATION OF HIS STATEMENT
WAS THAT CHAU WAS AN AMERICAN SPY, EVEN THOUGH HE IS A MAJOR

DISREGARD ABOVE _.
DISREGAD ABOVE . -

25X1A Comment: - Maury and CSDO have copies.

Approved For Release 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP72-00337R000300060028-0
Ihese comments represent the initial and tentative reaction of the Office
of Current Inteligence to the attached item from the news services,

Date: . 5 Feb



NEW YORK TIMES

Approved For Release 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP72-00337R000300060028-0

Vietnam-Study Conclusion

spacind 1o The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Feb, I-—-Following is the taxt of the
conclusions in o Senote Foreign Relations Commitiee staff
study on Vietnam, made public foday:

) .' PAGE g?&«

The assumptions regarding
" ihe present situation in Viet-
nam and the expected future
course of developments in
“that couniry, on which .S,
policy is apparently based,

Cseera to rest on far mote .

armbiguous, confusing, and
contradictory evidence than
pronouncements from Wash~
ington and Saigon indicate.
The succesg of present swer-
ican polcy appeats o depend
on thres factors:

1. The progressive Vietname ¢
{zation of the military effort.

i 2, The stability and cohe-
C siveness of the Thisu Govern-
ent.,

"3, The expectation that the

eremy can aud witl do noth-
ing to inhibit Vietnamdzation

or disrupt the Thieuw Govern-

ment's stability.
Three Factors Related
There iy, of course, an inti-
~mate relationship among these
shres factors, Indeed, it may
¢ Be sald that all must geeceed
w0, perhiaps acourately, that
mone may fatl--if present U5,
aiectives in Vietnam are to
be realized.

v istnamization Iz perhaps
the most importani factor
e o the possibility of a

thdrawal  obviously
i %, B0

e ey

i
{
{ qoificasion, fo
i

Thas ¥ Vietwaorzation fails,
Cghe United  States  cannot
withdraw and sl claing to

have achieved its staled ob-

jeertves, '

The stablity and cohestve~
wess of the Thicu Govera
wend ds of fundamental doe
portance beesuse there st

he an agency through which
. -the process of Viemamization

“tlons awnd  capabilities, €he

1o pe

g, progressive Amer.

s s sepurity.

‘of any one of the alforemen-

can he effected. Futhermore,
given the importance which
has been atfached to the con- -
stitutional legitimacy of the |
Thieuw Government, ifs over-

“theow would probaldy plunge |

|
Sowth Vietnam Infe a stale N
of political avarchy and at 1“
the same time severely sirain |
public patience in the Uniled i
States. i
Agpondzing Prospeciy i

As for the enemy’s intens |

policy of Vietnamizaiion i
based on the agsumyption that
the enemy is either willing
nit, or dnable 1o pre-
vent, the phased withdrawsl
of American combat forees
and the progressive assum- -
tion of the combat burden by
the Vietgamaess, Were the
North Vietnamese 10 laonoh
a massive attack at any point
in the course of this with-
drawsl, the United States
would be faced with the ago- .
niing prospect of either halte
ing-—0r even reversing--the

" process of withdrawal, on the

one haud; or being foread, on
the other hand, to effect an
accelerated, complete with-
drawal which would be lnders
preted at home, and probably
abroad, a8 4 mililary and po-
litiea! defeat,

We helleve that the evidence
presanted in this report
io the Inference that the pros-
pects for a successiul outcome

tioned three factors, much

isss all thres, musi be re [
garded as, at besi, uncertain. ‘ B

Dilemmag thos seem to lie
aheord in Vietvamy, as they
fave throughout Gy Invilvis '
ment i thig war that appoars :
i be not ouly fay from wo

bt Far frony over, .

e

.
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WAR-POLICY BASIS
I GALLED DUBIOUS

1Report 'fos‘ Senaie ﬁﬁi% fsn't

- Bure South Vigtnam Can

CEver Assume Burden

|

§

Conclugions of staff study
- will be found on Page 12

By JONN W, FINNEY

Bpeetal to The Now York Times
WASHINGTON, Feb, I—The
Senate Foreign Relations Come
miittes made pmblm & report to-
day suggesting that the Nixon
ladministration's policy of Viet-'
'narpization rests on dublous as-
sumptions about the ahilities of
the Saigon Government and the

military  intentions of North
"Wist mm.
The study questioned whethe-

Houd e Vietnmaese ey,
[SARIATITY

o tha
Al AL CoRn g
it 3, wonld

W of wilhstandiog o

i
Naogth Vierawnese atiack, 3
i Vietnawizaione—t hw program
of turning the combat Hurden

) ;\‘*‘A‘l

over o South Vieguune-showld
suceeed, the study "‘).\m( Hned,
a substantial Ameriean 1\1\."3'1\:'0..--,
mend would still be requived in
Seuth Vietaam, )

While not directly criticizing.
Administration policy, the gé-i
port sald the wunderlylng as
sumptions of the policy “z.\meml
to rest on far more smwbigucus,
confusing  and  contradictory
evidence than pronouncements)
from’ Wabhmgmxx and BSaigon
indicate.” .

The war, it sald, “appears to
be not only far from won but
far from over.”,

While' the r\,pmt does not
bear a gpecific committee en-
ement, it bad an important
effect on the views of commit-
tee membors as they prepared
to open heavings on Vietnam
this week, In making pablic the
report, which he describes as

Mol dx.;p. ssionate and ree
vealing,” Senator J. W. Ful

bright, the committes chairman,
said it “has given ARPEOVE

sense of the realities of the
continulng

Amerzcan involve-

that he jas drawn from ihe
report, Senator Fulbright said:
“f can only hope thot, in the
fujure, the decisions wo nake
in Vietnam will be guided by,
realitios and not, as in the past,
by welt-intentioned hopes or
unintensional rationalizations.”
Pair Drafted Report

The 18-page study, an abbre-
viated, cemsored version of a
longer confidential report zub-
mmm‘{ to the commiftee, WAas
drafies rzy James G, Lowenstein
and Richard M. Moose, iwo
former forsign service officers
who are now staff conanltants
of the comimitiee. They were
sent to Vietnarn last December
by Senator. Fullbright, an Ar-
kansas, Democrat, 10 mud ihe
progress of pacification, the
proggects for turning ovec move
of the war hmﬂen 1o the Scuth
Vietnamese, the domestic polit-
ical sifuation and the outlook:
for negotiations.

The central question about
forning over more of the fight-
ing to the South Vm
the report ohserved, is whether

the Suat‘a Yietnarmese AT
conld naw, or soon defend

th Viet-

x“.r.m'n'nit."\ee

umt ﬂm
imechers feel Is moving in ihe
right direction.

; & pc)‘;

The guestion now being raised
by the conunitige are whether
this policy is workable and what
it means in terms of American
disengagernent.

The, long- C‘hayed hearings

on Vietnam will not be on the
scale that was contemplated
fast fall before President RNixon
delivered his
Nov., 2.

Hearlngs on Resolution

1t will begin with hez
various Vietnam resplutions in-
froduced during the last session
of Congress.,

Larer in' the session, prob-
ably in April, the commitiee
plans further hearings on the
exient of the Amencan involve-
ment in Vietnam with festi
mony from officials of various
civilian agencies in South Viet-
nam, '
The purpose of the second
round of hearings will not be
to determine why the United
States s in-Vietnam and wheth-

rings

ol

agalnt a large Nov er it should withdraw, bat to

narnge atiac T . . . find out how the assumption of

1 ssid the view of senior i greater combatl role by the

\:\ Hed Sates and Vietnamoese [\\\T\H\( Vietnomess will afiees

o the United Stalow role in Vie
1.

i
o pdvitan ol

rititary olffcers s
fledmty Croefl a strong bl
(hat the Nortt Vietnamese sl
ro tonper cupuble of moeontivg
rciontly powerfal ablaek

8

ah \hr.r South Vielvaw
)\

tong as A
and airpover

‘m\w at least as
jeare five )uwor
are avaaple, )

On the other hand, it sald, /
“thare are Vminamew Amm»
ican journalists and even United’
Siates military officers and of-
ficials at middie and lower lev-
els who say that the South
Vietnmmese anmy  could pol
now du ‘end the country against
a massive North Vietnamess at-
tack, even with United Stales
amhery and air suppoet. A
mamber doubt that 110 armv
will ever be able to do &

The staff report markq a new
dpproach by the commiites in
its 8L zdy l)f Vietnam policy.
Long xl paint of congres
sional m,p(; tion to the war in
iYistnam, the comunitiee is now
shifting from a critical to an
analytical approrci with the
new Administration.

No longer is the commitiee
hroadley memkmg hasic policy
as it did during the Johnson
Administration, 'm an extent
the committes has heen neatral-
zx‘d in its criticism by Mr, Mixe-
on’g policy of shifting the cont
at bnrdnn to S&!fmn (md mh«

{7 sty ds oy

peovide o frames uuk wi
now sob of heaciage, i
poreport nobisd fad el

ol preseat Amerke, mi

in Vietoan  dopendod

i
ted factors:
asively larger miliy
t\r“\f »\“m;g by the '-»oum Wi

stability mci cohagive-
ress e:f Pmsnﬁm* Nguyen Van
"ﬁ‘hie i's government.

The expectation that the
ememy ¢an and will do nothing
to inhibit the trangfer of &
crester combatl role to the
with Vietnamese or disropt

policy speech on

on

the Thisu Government’s siabil-

ity. ’

The " report observed that
there i “an intimate relation-
ship” among these thM9 factors
tey the point that “all must, &m'
CRRdmar, perhaps more 4
ately, that none may fail
pregent ULS, objectives in Viet
narm are Lo be reaitzed.”

CYet, it sald, all the evidence
leads at least to “the iuference
that the prospects for a suo-
cessful outcome™ of any one of
the thmo‘ Tactors, much Jess-all
three, Ymust be rcgmdcd ag, ad
bast, uncevtain’

Of the three Tactors, the re-
port observed, the assumplion

A AT ATV AT U T U TR ST AT
sl et e AR

/

‘of a greater corabat role by the
South Vietnumese 3 probably
the rost mportant “hacause the
possibiiity of a continuing pros

ressive  American “'nr!‘“*w:d
o‘;v’oum_« depends  upon

.H..&

Whils  acknowledging
ihere has been nrogro

tarning over more of the

ing to.the Saigon force,
report  said it s “oo

Mrgon

knowledge that the guality of
South Viel tnam anmy units ig
uneven.””

The report also sald that the
Vietnamese have apparently not
been  given a  timeiabls for
withdrawal of Americen come
hat troops and their estimates
vary widely on when B

o

Vietnamese troops will
totake over the comb
One  American of
example, told the
tigators thay Pra
wanted Lur. hulk
Stales combat for
during 1970,
namese officia‘ i
AIRErican e }
not be withdrawn unci “1972)
or 1%73 and 19747
Troop Quality Uneven

os
)uta.‘(

N."!}“.\l')v""
v Viste

old

Tha success of the

o otake Baipon aubitn

sifiicient,  ihe vy

amed, may veel

ahe nebioss af ibe cocaiy pnd
whicd i Morth Yot ol
P e peninil a0l il
deazeal al Anes fi g

twhile oy Vieloons
CRESGTIE D0 comibiot
$ It e olosye
e repor

l"»\am, has the slightes: idea
K whethar the enemy il atiacki
i mwr” during the American

i
§
withdrawal, or wait uniil Amer«f
lican rorc es are withdrawn beo.|
ifore striking o L’M!ly’ con-'

leentrate on l;o‘mra; subversion
{ ather than an nfensified il
tary offort,

Gn the question of pacifica-
tion, the report sald there was
e*m*x'zd agreement that the so-

alled Revolutionary Bm'mg,
mﬂm Program, which seoks io
Slnzure  the securlly  of rural

‘areas and develop their e

BUGTON
fcs,  Mis ”‘230(}(4(11]& mn tcf or-
able evidenes of p(OETPw
Hewever, it said .nv'
LAsnericans in the ficl feve!
jthat,  despite  seatis i
rsss, the z_nms‘ i i

are f*’nm e
As for

! tho stability of the
ipresont &

K.i,gon G:')\'c:r‘n..(e 2k i“v

i owns thal Yrosie
Thien wis becoming “in- !
74} ;ay autocratic, sacmtwc{
oMied,” !




